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THANK YOU 
TO EVERYONE 
ACROSS RIBI 
FOR YOUR 
HELP GIVEN 
TO THE 
PEOPLE OF 
YORKSHIRE 
AFTER THE 
DECEMBER 
FLOODS 

Remember this picture?   

Just seven months ago it represented the misery felt by hundreds of households across West and 

North Yorkshire following the Boxing Day floods. You responded so generously, sending just over        

£ 100,000 to our district appeal, as well as many thousands of pounds directly to clubs where you 

already had contacts. Many of you also donated cleaning materials and household goods, giving up 

your time to deliver these to the stricken areas, where you saw for yourselves the devastation to the 

villages, towns and cities. 

We met some of you and had the opportunity to thank you personally. For everyone else, this is our 

chance to offer our heartfelt thanks for your help. 

 

What have we done with the money?   

Firstly, we donated to three Community Funds, who were able to get government matching for every 

pound donated. £ 10,000 was given to Calderdale Community Fund and £ 5,000 each to York City 

and North Yorkshire Funds administered by the Two Ridings Community Fund. There were strict 

time limits on the Government matching, and they received half of the monies we had at the time. 

Both notified us that our money had been matched, and used to provide immediate relief cash grants 

to households affected by the floods. The Funds worked with local councils and social services to 

ensure fair distribution of the cash. 
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And the rest of the money? 

 

We asked our clubs in the areas affected to go out into the community and talk to groups whose 
facilities had been badly damaged or destroyed, and who were not covered by insurance – usually 
those based in a flood plain area or one with a history of flood damage. The response was widespread 
and very varied with 31 applications received. 

Here is a sample of what we have donated to the clubs so far for them to assist the people in their 
towns and villages: 

Pickering – an inflatable boat for Scarborough & Ryedale Mountain Rescue team, used for 
searching the rivers for missing persons. 

Hebden Bridge – dehumidifiers to be used immediately then refurbished and stored for the 
next emergency. Floodproofing community theatre doors and community centre radiator 
guards. Replacing scout group minibuses and camping equipment 

 York – Riding Lights Community Theatre Group - floodproofing theatre doors. 

Shipley – Saltaire Cricket Club, Esholt Sports & Leisure Club, Salts Sports Club – repairs to 
grounds and replacing equipment following damage caused by the River Aire. Repairing 
Riding for the Disabled arena surface. 

Bradford West – Cricket club equipment replacement, help for a homeowner with a 
severely autistic teenage child in replacing household items. 

Brighouse – Repairs/replacement of tents and trailers for scout group. 

Halifax Calder – Waterproofing a disabled lift, replacing river bank fencing, replacing 
cricket club equipment. 

Leeds – Replacing equipment for a community recycling and arts centre. 

Bingley Airedale – Replacing kitchen units for sea scouts group. 

Halifax – Rugby clubhouse flood damage repairs & prevention work. 

Wetherby & District – high backed seating for community surgery at Tadcaster. 

 

We currently have three further applications from York, Todmorden and Sowerby Bridge which are 
being considered. Over 90% of the donations will have been paid out when these are approved. 

The RIBI Flood Appeal Trust have donated £ 17,700 to help with the reconstruction of facilities 
on the River Aire, where the floods washed away a 150 year old weir which is instrumental in making 
the river navigable for water sports and protects the pathways. We thank the trustees for their speedy 
response. 

 

While many householders are still not yet back in their houses, phase one of the flood aftermath, the 
immediate relief work, is over. Phase two, the repairs and reconstruction, is well under way and is 
expected to last for another year.  

The money which you all donated has made a huge difference to the people living in the affected areas 
of Yorkshire, and helped to restore the community groups so that people’s lives can return to near 
normal, even if they are not yet back in their own homes. On their behalf, thank you again. 

 

 

 

 

 


